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Commission on Disability Access and Design    

MINUTES
Thursday, September 15, 2011
3:30 – 5:00, Havasupai C, University Union 

I. Call to Order – 3:40
II. Roll Call
a. Tom Uno, Jamie Axelrod, Chris Lanterman, Rebecca Schaefer (President of TASH), Don Carter, Agnes Droigi
III. Approval of minutes from August 18th meeting
a. Approved
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IV. Update on Capital Projects (Agnes)
a. See the excel list provided by Agnes
i. Native American Cultural Center
1. Betty Zanot and Michael Majure have been working on walk throughs
ii. Classrooms will go through an upgrade starting next summer (maintenance) – carpet, seating, etc.
1. 10% of seating will be ADA 
2. Not looking at upgrading technology because this bumps the project to construction
3. Jamie – Kristen Garcia and Carolyn have really done a good job at ensuring that all of the classrooms that have ordered new furniture are compliant with the universal design of the room (adjustable tables, pod chairs, etc)
iii. HLC audio video – still need to figure out the touch screen issue
1. Need to address issues with these new AV technologies. Need some sort of rules outlining how to utilize technology ensuring that it is accessible. Need to be able to provide guidelines to contractors.
2. Podiums are really nice. Based on the ones at HRM. But there is a combination of push – buttons and touch screen which is not accessible. Jamie asked how are the push buttons labeled? Push buttons will get you to a point but then the touch screen must be used, however, all of the controls can be used by a laptop/desktop through a program written specifically for this use.
a. Don – Many people want to use their own computers though. So they would essentially have to use two computers.
b. Chris – it sounds really complicated and will have to negotiate the controls and whatever other resources are being used during class (flash drive, personal computer, etc.).  
c. Jamie – possibility that the program could be loaded onto the individual computers. Don – but this could conflict with other programs on the computer; that creates difficulties with navigation.
d. Chris – we need to create a set of more articulated guidelines for technology, signage, furniture, and classroom design.
e. Exploring a permitting process through CAS for remodeling of buildings and classrooms now that we have building inspectors. Compliance is not always followed because the necessary departments are not adequately notified. This could be a way that this can be remedied. 
iv. New residence halls are private construction but Paul Davila and Agnes are working with the builders to ensure that they are complying with NAU standards.
1. There were some design issues. Some of the issues were addressed but we came so late to the process that many of the requests could not be accommodated. CDAD, DR and Affirmative Action have tried to be proactive with these sorts of situations but the university is treating it as private ownership. 
2. NAU Foundation is building a new building but will be essentially a private project similar to the dorms. NAU is doing plan review and CDAD is on the review list. Must be code compliant and hopefully during plan review they will listen to concerns about accessibility.
v. Conceptual design on Science and Health building. October, possible time for input.

V. Flagstaff Disability Awareness Banquet, October
a. October 7th, High Country Conference Center, we will have a presence of some sort. Expect some communication soon from Chris or Jamie about tickets and other information.
b. David is purchasing a table and wants it to be the CDAD table.
c. Nominations are submitted and DR’s nominee won.

VI. Bobby McMullen
a. Want to pursue this somehow. They really want to come here.
b. He is a mountain biking racer and is visually impaired and has participated in numerous events around the world, considered an extreme athlete. Has received two organ transplants; he has diabetes which is probably where his vision impairment stems from. 
c. Jamie has spoken with his manager. He could come in the last week of October to tie in to Disability Awareness month but can come at other times too. Do we have to tie in to Disability Awareness month? What do we want from him?
i. He will do his film and a discussion session afterward.
ii. Riding demonstrations with kids
iii. Show film and visit a bike shop
iv. Requires travel expenses plus a small honorarium based on what we want to do.
v. We discussed making this more of a community event rather than just a NAU event.
1. This usually turns out to be the best way in their experience.
2. They have a descriptive narration track, as well as captions and like to run the film this way.
3. Talking to Absolute Bikes as a possible partner, maybe the Orpheum will be a better venue if the community is a bigger part. 
a. Need to get sponsorship and help with other bike shops
b. Possibly talking to Lion’s Club, their mission aligns with this. Rebecca will contact.
4. Support through president’s office
5. Possibly held at the HLC MAC gym
vi. Possibly involve TASH or other student organizations. STACK has money so that would be a good source of funding.

VII. TASH Updates- Rebecca Schaefer
a. Created a new brochure
b. Flyers will be sent to Chris and Jamie for events
i. This year they are focusing on how disabilities are portrayed in media.
c. October, possible movie and silent auction but not sure what they are doing yet. May depend on what CDAD decides to do for Disability Awareness month.
d. November, Screening Mozart and the Whale in COE
e. December 5-9, book sale and author signing. Books talking about disability and children’s books to help describe disability stories to kids.

VIII. Other Updates and Information
a. Newsletter
b. Updating documents to make them accessible – Deb Harris’s idea about $100 from each department to hire someone.
c. We have the technology but not the expertise to use the technology
d. Accessibility toolbox 
i. Let’s revisit this
e. Disability minor
i. 15 students signed up 
ii. DIS course has been full every semester
iii. New course (DIS 309) will be offered cross listed with history 309 
iv. Possible creation of disability ethics course, DIS could be cross listed with philosophy – no prerecs.
v. Blase has contacted Tom about possibly using the DIS course in First Year Initiative. But Tom worried about resources.
1. Agnes suggested that required reading could be about UD.
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